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Recently unveiled district maps favor Niagara, Sen. George Maziarz says 

By Joyce Miles

Sun Feb 05, 2012, 03:41 PM EST 

NIAGARA FALLS — Public hearings on a task force’s proposed redrawing of the New York state Assembly and Senate district lines will be held next week in Buffalo and Rochester.

The new maps, proposed by the state Legislative Task Force on Demographic Research and Reapportionment, will be in play in the November general election, as all Assembly and Senate seats are up for grabs.

LATFOR’s work has been heavily criticized by good-government groups, including Common Cause and New York Public Interest Research Group. Gerrymandering — the act of drawing district lines to ensure a particular political party or group comprises the majority — clearly was rule No. 1 for the task force, critics charged.

The maps come less than two years after most incumbent state legislators, including Sen. George Maziarz, R-Newfane, signed New York Uprising’s pledge to support creation of an “independent, nonpartisan” redistricting commission. After the 2010 election, Senate Republicans rejected Democrat-proposed legislation to create an independent, multi-partisan 2012 redistricting panel; instead, they said they were for a constitutional amendment to reform redistricting permanently. The amendment wouldn’t take effect until after the 2020 Census, however.

LATFOR has proposed creation of a 63rd state Senate district, in response to population growth downstate. Some say it’s the Republicans’ attempt to keep control of the Senate.

LATFOR has not yet released for public review its proposed U.S. congressional district map. New York state is losing two House seats due to population trends.

The LATFOR hearings on the proposed maps will be held at 10:30 a.m. Feb. 15 at Monroe County Chambers, Rochester; and 10:30 a.m. Feb. 16 at Buffalo City Hall. Anyone who wants to offer “testimony” on the maps must sign up in advance; to complete a “reply” form,  call LATFOR staffer Dina Weissman at (212) 618-1101, or visit www.latfor.state.ny.us/hearings and click on the link to the Buffalo or Rochester public hearing notice.

Maziarz, a senator since 1995 and currently the No. 3 guy in Senate leadership as its vice president pro tempore, is complementary of the LATFOR remapping effort, at least in terms of how it treats Niagara and Orleans counties. If the Senate map stands, the 62nd District boundaries will shift west, to encircle the City of Niagara Falls; three towns in western Monroe County, and a piece of Rochester, will go to the 56th District.

Here’s Maziarz on the redistricting effort:

Q: Do you have any objections to the makeup of the new 62nd District?

A: No, actually it makes Niagara County whole. One of the criteria laid out by the Justice Department is to try not to split counties, so this is a positive step. ... I will get rid of three towns in Monroe County; (redistricting) puts me fully in Niagara County, my home, so I’m very pleased with it.

•••

Q: Currently Niagara County has two state senators to call on, and redistricting cuts us to one. Isn’t it more advantageous having two?

A: Normally, you’d think that. The problem is the linking of Niagara Falls and Buffalo (in the 60th District) and the turnover in that district. They’ve had seven senators in the last 10 years, all from the City of Buffalo. It’s an Erie County-centric district; a candidate from Niagara Falls has no chance of winning.

•••

Q: A NYPIRG analyst has called the state Senate’s proposed maps “the most gerrymandered lines in recent (state) history.” Do you agree or disagree with that view?

A: You know, NYPIRG and other left-leaning groups think it’s an inside, gerrymandered process, but look at it this way: My current district is majority Republican (registered voters) and the new district is majority Democratic. With friends like this ... (he laughs). So I disagree with NYPIRG’s analysis. LATFOR kept counties together where they could, kept communities of interest together where they could (while not breaking other remapping rules such as no splitting of towns). Niagara Falls is much more aligned with the rest of Niagara County than the City of Buffalo. ... In the future, I think a representative could come from Niagara Falls. Before, chances were very slim.

An interesting thing about the new Assembly maps, which aren’t getting as much criticism, is the fact that two districts are now Niagara-centric. (Jane Corwin’s) district is dropping Erie County towns and picking up Niagara County towns; Jane Corwin will have her town, Clarence, and most of the rest is in Niagara County. (The district represented by John Ceretto, R-Lewiston) is shifting into Erie, but only a bit; John will have Grand Island and the rest remains in Niagara County.

I think Jane will run for re-election, and she’ll have no trouble, all of those towns are Republican ... but I also think the new lines increase the chances that future representatives will be Niagarans. That’s been sort of overlooked, and I think it’s a huge positive.

•••

Q: What do you think about creation of a 63rd Senate district?

A: The odd number is the key. I would have gone with 61.

•••

Q: Will the new maps pass muster with Gov. Cuomo? He’s been hinting at a veto.

A: I think the governor is very concerned about communities of interest, especially in downstate, urban areas. Once that’s straightened out, I think he’ll be fine with it. I don’t see any problems with communities of interest upstate.

•••

Q: Will the new maps withstand court challenges?

A: There are still challenges going through the courts from 10 years ago. There will always be challenges, and people who don’t like (revised maps). Given the number of lawyers who are working on it, I’m confident the new maps will survive (litigation).

•••

Q: Will an approval deal be made in time for candidates to get in on the June congressional primaries?

A: Yes. The clock is ticking; all the sides know they have to get something in place in time for the primaries.

•••

Q: Are you running for re-election?

A: Yes. Was there any doubt?
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